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ESBL-producing 
Enterobacteriaceae are 
on the rise.
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Figure 1. Clinical decision support tool; evidence-based recommendations 
for antimicrobial use for acute dentoalveolar conditions
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Important new resource:



Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Infectious Disease and 
Laboratory Sciences.  Antibiotic Stewardship Toolkit Oral Health Clinicians.
http://bit.ly/DentalStewardshipInformation . April 2019, Accessed August 28, 2020.

• Commitment to optimizing antibiotic 
prescribing and patient safety

• Implement at least one policy in your practice 
(QI initiative)

• Perform stewardship review on ten records:
• Informed consent
• Medical history
• Diagnosis
• Indications for antibiotic use
• Treatment

http://bit.ly/DentalStewardshipInformation


Antibiotic Stewardship Audit Tool
Section I 
Indicators:
1. Informed 

Consent 
2. Medical History
3. Diagnosis
4. Indication for 

Antibiotic Use

√= “Yes”
0 = “No”
NA=Not Applicable
S=See Comments
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Section I 
indications 
(Cont’d)
4. Treatment
5. Stewardship 
Review
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1. Recognize the tendency to stereotype older 
adults, then conduct your own assessment

2. Avoid speech that might be seen as 
patronizing to an older person 
(“elderspeak”)

3. Monitor and control your nonverbal 
behavior

4. Minimize background noise
5. Face older adults when you speak with 

them, with your lips at the same level as 
theirs

6. Pay close attention to sentence structure 
when conveying critical information

7. Use visual aids such as pictures and 
diagrams

Many, many more!!

Gerontological Society of America (GSA) 2012

Communication is key!!



Use visual aids such as pictures and diagrams to help 
clarify and reinforce comprehension of key points.

Gerontological Society of America (GSA) 2012

Place a note near the toilet to remind the older adult what 
to do if they have symptoms



Ask open-ended questions and genuinely listen. Use 
teach-back strategies to assess understanding.

Gerontological Society of America (GSA) 2012

What did I say are ways to 
avoid getting C. diff.?

I can take a probiotic. If I 
have any diarrhea, I will 
stop taking the antibiotic.



You’re on your way to antibiotic 
stewardship!
Thank you!
Check out more resources at:
http://www.icd.org/get-smart-about-antibiotics/
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